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Two years ago our Loving Father enabled me to prepare a study entitted The Torah is Not the Law.
Since then the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) has distributed it widely so many believers have been
delivered from the bondage of the “Law” into the incomparable freedom found in the truth of the Torah.

Recently the Ruach HaKodesh has moved me to study in depth his cdl for dl believers in Y’ shua
HaMashiach to obey the Torah. As we have sudied through the weekly portions of Devarim
(Deuteronomy), | have beenimpressed withthe clarioncal to obey the Torahthat M oshe repeatedly made
to Bnel Yisrad (the Childrenof Isragl) as he spoketo themjust before they entered Eretz Yisrad (the Land
of lsrad).

This study will first examine the cdls to obey the Torah Moshe made to dl Bne Yisrad by the Ruach
HaK odesh through Moshe from Devarim. Then it will reinforce the call to obey the Torahwiththe words
of Y’ shuaand histalmidim (disciples) from the Brit Chadashah (New Testament). Findly, it will conclude
with cautions about obeying the Torah - or not.

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS

Aswe begin, we need to briefly summarize the previous study, Torah IsNot the Law, as afoundation for
our study of obedience. Without being ddivered from the bondage of theerror that the Torahisthe*Law,”
we can neither experience the incomparable freedom and undeserved privilege of being obedient to our
loving Father nor receive the resulting indescribable blessngs he  has promised.

Hereisthe foundationd truthabout YHVH. Heis Elohim (G-d), Crestor, and King of the Universe, who
is dso Abba, our loving, heavenly Father. Abbaislove. Abbais ful of grace. Abbaisfull of mercy.
Abbaisunchanging. Abbaiseterna. Abba has crested mankind. Those men and women who submit
themselves to Abba are his children.
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Invarious ways, places and times, Abba, through the |eaders of hispeople suchas Moshe and the prophets
who spoke for him, like Yeshayahu (Isaiah), Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah), Yechezk' d (Ezekiel), and Y’ shua
(Jesus), gave his children ingtructions, guidance, directions for living. With these statements | believe we
dl agree. Theorigind Hebrew words of the Tanakh, the “Old Testament,” portray Abbaand hisword in
these ways. Thus Moshe and all Bnei Yisrad (the Children of Yisrad, the descendants of Ya akov
(Jacaob)) understood Abba to have these characteristics and accepted that in love he had spoken his
ingructions for living uprightly before Abba and with dl of his creation.

What does Torah Mean?

In both Judaism and Chrigtianity, Torah has come to mean the “Law” -- a code of laws given by a stern,
overbearing god to be gtrictly obeyed on the pendty of death to be handed out by avengeful judgeina
black robe behind alarge, high bench to anyone who failed to obey even onelittle law.

Intruth, the Torahis Abba s systemof ingructions he lovingly gave to his children. Y’ shuaand the Jewish
people of his day recognized and understood that Abba, as dl fathers do, desired only the best for his
beloved children. To achieve that objective, Abba had lovingly given hisingtructions which he asked dl
his children to follow for their own good. In Y’ shud s day, the people waked in these ingtructions to the
best of their ability even though the ingtructions had been muddled and corrupted by the traditions of the
Sages through the centuries. 'Y’ shua had been sent by Abbato restore Bnel Yisradl to the Kingdom of
YHVH by teaching and living perfectly the Torah asthe lovingingructions of Abba. Hecametofill full the
Torah and teach by his perfect example.

Initidly the Torah encompassed the firgt five books, B’ reshit (Geness) through Devarim (Deuteronomy),
the bookswrittenby Moshe. Today, Judaism has an expanded definitionof Torahthat indudesthesefive
books plusthe “Oral Torah” (commonly referred to asthe Mishnah) plus the rabbinical commentary such
as the Tamud plus other writings of the Sages from the time of Y’ shua until today.

Messanic believers have expanded the definition of Torah to encompass the Tanakh (congsting of the
Torah, the Nevi’'im (Prophets) and the Ketuvim (Writings), what Christendom calls the “Old Testament”)
and dl of the B’rit Chadashah (what Christendom calls the “New Testament”) - the entire scripturesfrom
B’ reshit through the Revelation. We believe dl the ingructions of Abba that have been transmitted to us
in these writings are applicable and gppropriately called Torah.

Thisunderstanding of Torahis confirmed fromthe Hebrew language. Torah isthe Hebrew word h FAT

(Strong’ s#8451) whichisderived fromthe Hebrew word h ry yarah whichmeansto throw, cast, pour,

shoot, point out, direct, teach and ingtruct. Thus, Torah means direction or ingruction. It embraces and
connotes:
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human, parentd, father-mother ingtructions

divine ingructions, teaching, direction

societa rules, more properly equated with directions
customs and manners

A wbdpE

The Torah is designed to point or direct our livestoward the goal of the Kingdom of Heaven. In Hebraic
understanding, sin is defined as missng the mark. So when we are not following the Torah, not aming
toward the god of the high caling, we are missing the mark. So we understand and accept the Torah as
Abba slovingingructions and directions to be followed motivated by our love and respect for our Father
0 we will not miss hismark and sin.

The indructions of Torah are aunity just as YHVH, the giver of the Torah, isaunity. We proclam this
unity of YHVH regularly in the Shema from Devarim (Deut.) 6:4. “ Shema Yisrael. Adonai Eloheinu.
Adonai Echad. Hear O Yisrad. TheL-rdisour G-d. TheL-rdisone” Theunity of YHVH hasmany
diverse aspects as reveded in his many, varied manifestations described by approximately 50 names for
YHVH in his scriptures.  Likewise the unity of his ingructions, the Torah, is reveded in diverse aspects
described by anumber of Hebrew words.

In Torah I's Not the Law, we demonstrated that the Englishtrand ators of the Bible had consstently used
legd terminology to support the church’ serroneous positionthat the Torahwas* Law.” Termssuchaslaw,
commandments, Satutes, ordinances, regulations, rules, and judgments were selected to perpetuate the
Torah asthe“Law” that, churchmen maintained, was abolished by Y’ shua HaMashiach.

We further proposed that the use of words from the field of education was much more gppropriate in the
trandation of the Hebrew words of the Torah. We suggested the use of words such as instructions,
principles, precepts, declarations, utterances, imprints, images (impressions), directions, ways, pointersand
requests. (See Appendix 1 for alist of these words, the tranditerated Hebrew wordsthat they trandate,
and the legd words they replaced.)

In the Scriptures quoted fromthe Torah, | will usethe origina Hebrew words (tranditerated) and/or those
words from the fidd of education that properly trandate them. This is intended to enhance your
understanding of the call to obey the Torah by ligening, hearing, doing, performing, keeping, observing, and
safeguarding the loving ingtructions of YHVH our Father. The new American Standard version (1995) will
be used for the scriptures from the Tanakh (Old Testament) and the Jewish New Testament version by
David Stern will be used for the scriptures from the Brit Chadashah (New Testament).
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What Does Obey Mean?

The New Shorter Oxford English Dictionary definesobey as, “ Comply withthe bidding of; do what one
istold to do by aperson; be obedient to. Comply with, execute acommand. Submit to; follow aprincipd,
an authority, etc. Be obedient. Do what oneistold to do. Submit onesdlf.”

)
In Hebrew the word most often used for obey is [mV shema (Strong’ s #3085) which literdly means

“tohear” and is most frequently trandated in the English Bibles as “hear” or “listen” but dso “obey” (plus
the derivatives of these words). Quite often, shema expressesthe concepts of hearing and obeying. This
istrue at least 18 timesin Devarim. Moshe pleaded with Isragl to “listen” to what he was teaching them.
The evidence of ther listening was obedience. Hence, “to hear” or “to ligen” means*“to obey.” Devarim
teaches that the most practical expression of our love for YHVH isto obey him.

But it is not only Maoshe who taught that truth. Y’ shuaaso reminds us --

“If anyone loves Me, he will obey My teaching.” Given his Jewish mind-s&t, this verse might well be
trandated, “If anyone loves Me, he will obey My Torah.” Yochanan 14:23

Asthe dictionary definition above implies, obedience is coupled with the verbs “to do” and “to perform”

whichare commonly used in the Englishtrandations of the Torah. Theword“do” most often trandatesthe
|

Hebrew word hf[ asah (Strong's #6213) which literdly means “to do or make’ and sometimes

trandated as“ perform.”

]
Another important Hebrew word that occursinthe Torahinthe context of obedienceis MV shamar

(Strong's #8104) which literally means “to keep, observe, give heed” and aso has the connotation of
safeguarding. It typicdly is combined with asah and thusis trandated into English as* observe to do.”

Summarizing what it means to obey the Torah, from the Hebrew words YHVH inspired Moshe to write,
we might say, “To obey is to lisen and hear, do and perform, keep, observe and safeguard the loving

instructions of YHVH, our Abba.”
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YHVH CALLSBNEI YISRAEL TO OBEY THE TORAH

Prepared with these foundationd truths and definitions, we now examine in detail the cals of YHVH
through Mosheto dl Bnel Yigrad to obey the Torah.

YHVH had chosen Bnel Yisradl to possesstheland located at the crossroads of theworld wherethethree
magor continents met. He planted them there to become his modd nation for dl of the world to see and
learn his Torah. They would fulfill and modd his Torah by obeyingit— hearing, performing, safeguarding
al of theloving indructions of Abba

To fully understand these calls to obey the Torah, we must not overlook the audience. Devarim conssts
of aseries of speechesby Moshe to dl Bna Yisrad. About forty yearshad passed sncether parents had
been ddlivered fromthe bondage of Egypt and led to Har Sinai (Mount Sinai). There Y HVH had ddlivered
hisloving ingructionsto dl Bne Yisrad assembled below the Mount. In these forty years, dl of the men
had died except for Y ehoshua and Kalev and Moshe. The men had died because they did not have faith
inthe ability of YHVH to take them into Eretz Yisrad, defeet their enemies, and give them possession of
theland. They had been concerned about their women and children. Now those women and children
would be possessing the land as YHVH and his army conquered it.

Themen of Bne Yigrad living a thistime had al been under the age of 20 when the Torah was given by
YHVH to Moshe. Many had probably been too young at that time to remember the ingtructions of their
Father through Maoshe. And for those who remembered, through the years they may well have logt the
clear meaning and deep impression of the Torahthat waswrittenontablets of stone and transmitted oraly
through the camp.

At this criticd time, Moshe spoketo dl of Bne Yisragl assembled onthe east Sde of the Y arden (Jordan)
River. Inthese speeches, Mosherecounted somehistorical eventsbut primarily YHVH had Mosherestate
the Torah asthe loving ingtructions of YHVH for those who needed arefresher. In the process, YHVH
repestedly caled for Bne Yisragl to obey the Torah asthey entered the land of promise.

Moshe' sFirst Call to Obey the Torah

Devarim 4:1-2 “Now, O Yigad, lisen to the chukim (impressons) and the mishpatim (declarations)
which | am teaching you to perform, so that you may live and go inand take possession of the land which
YHVH, the Elohim of your fathers, isgiving you. Y oushdl not add to the word whichl am charging you,
nor take away from it, that you may keep the mitzvot (precepts) of YHVH your Elohim which | charge
you.”

Obey the Torah: The Key to YHVH’ s Blessings 5 © Copyright 2002 Mark R. Ensign, Amarillo, TX



Moshe begins by ingructing Bnel Yisradl to listen to what he is teaching them to perform. He clearly
declares the purpose for obeying the Torahisto live, go in, and take possession of Eretz Yisragl which
YHVH would be giving them.

He then warns them clearly and directly not to add anything to or subtract anything from the ingtructions
of YHVH that comprise the Torah but rather to keep the precepts of YHVH as Moshe has taught them.

By definition perfection cannot be improved upon by adding or subtracting. The Psaimist wrote,

The Torahof YHVH isperfect, restoring the soul; the testimony (Scriptures, the Word) of YHVH issure,
making wisethe smple. So one cannot add to or takefrom the Torah of Y HVH without making it lessthan
perfect. Psalm 19:7

Furthermore, YHVH warns about tampering with his Word through King Solomon.

Every word of Eloah istested; he is ashidd to those who take refuge in him. 6 Do not add to his words
or he will reprove you, and you will be proved aliar. Proverbs 30:5-6

And the last few verses of the Brit Chadashah confirm this warning.

| warn everyone hearing the words of the prophecy inthis book that if anyone addsto them, G-d will add
to himthe plagueswritteninthisbook. 19 And if anyone takes anything away from the wordsin the book
of this prophecy, G-d will take away his share in the Tree of Life and the haly city, as described in this
book. Revelation 22:18-19 JNT

Over dmost twenty centuries, Judaism has added to what is declared to be perfect. To the Tanakh they
have added rabbinica books suchas the Mishnahand the Tdmud and other writings of menand now count
them al as holy scriptures with equal significance to the books of Mashe. They even refer to dl of these
writings as“thewhole Torah.” Thesewritings have becomethe”Law” to them and they are good lawyers,
requiring legdigtic observance of the traditions and interpretations they have added.

Alsoignaring the fact that the Word of YHVH is perfect and YHVH’ swarnings againg tampering withit,
churchmen through the centuries have split the sacred Scriptures, carving off the Tanakh (Old Testament)
from the Brit Chadashah (New Testament). Sadly, few in Chrigtianity accept the Torah as theingructions
of Abba. Rather most see it as merely a book of history that has been superseded after the death of
Y’ shua by the “new and improved” scriptures.

This is too often true of those associated with and teaching in the “Hebrew Roots” movement. They
willingly teach about the Torah but generdly stop short of caling believers to obey the Torahastheloving
ingructions of Abba. After teaching about the Torah and the traditions of men that churchmen have added
to Chrigianity, they often conclude by telling believers that they can choose what ingtructions they wish to
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follow. Thissounds like subtracting from the loving indructions. In the dterndive, it is giving bdievers
permission to choose what ingructions they will obey rather thanencouraging them to obey dl of them as
Abba has requested and the Ruach HaK odesh will enable.

Purposesfor Obeying the Torah

Devarim 4:5-9 “See, | havetaught you chukim (impressions) and the mishpatim (declarations) just as
YHVH my Elohim charged me, that you should do thus in the land where you are entering to possessiit.
6 So keep and do them, for that is your wisdomand your understanding inthe sght of the peopl eswho will
hear dl these chukim (impressons) and say, ‘ Surely this great nationisawise and understanding people.’

7 For what greet nation isthere that has agod so near to it asis YHVH our Elohim whenever we cdl on
Him? 8 Or what great nationistherethat has chukim (impressions) and the mishpatim (declarations) as
righteous as this whole Torah which | am setting before youtoday? 9 Only give heed to yoursalf and keep
your soul diligently, so that you do not forget the things whichyour eyes have seenand they do not depart
from your heart dl the days of your life; but make them known to your sons and your grandsons.”

YHVH charged Moshe with teaching the ingructions of Torah to Bnel Yisrael so they would do themin
EretzYigrad which would have three specific purposes or results. So Moshedirectly ingtructsthe people
to “keep and do” the Torah ingtructions and the results will be:

1. The nationswill see Bne Yisrad as awise and understanding people.

2. A testimony that their G-d is near and responds to them whenever they cdl on him!

3. A testimony to the righteousness - the correctness, the fairness, the justness - of these
loving ingructions YHVH set before them to follow.

Moshe dso told Bnel Yisrad that they would have to work a remembering, observing, following and
teaching hisingructions so they would not forget and depart from obedience. How soon did Bnel Yisrael
forget the Torah after moving into Eretz Yigrad? Within seven years they had forgotten about observing
the Sh' mitah (Shabbat Y ear), much lessthe Yove (Year of Jubilee). They never did observe even the
Sh'mitahinEretz Y israel before they were punished by captivity for 70 years, the number of Sh mitahthey
had failed to observe from the time they possessed the land until they were taken into captivity.

In this passage Bnel Yigrad was ingtructed by Maoshe to teach dl of the loving indructions of YHVH to
their children and to their children’s children. Not only was this to be done in word but also by way of
example. But, sadly, the parents soon forgot theinstructions and failed to be obedient. Soinstead of being
taught the indructions of Abba and observing their parents as examples, the children and succeeding
generations saw disobedience and became even more disobedient than their parents.

Throughout time but particularly inthese last days, HaSatan has attacked the family unit. He has destroyed
the teaching, by word and example, of the parents by separating them, causing them to do battle in front
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of their children. These parents demonstrate that in their lives the Torah ingructions are meaningless. Is
it any wonder that their childrenhave no usefor YHVH, do not recognize Abba as their loving Father, and
despise his indructions? The result is a generation that is essentidly Torahless living in a land that is
essentiadly Torahless surrounded by aworld that is essentidly Torahless. How soon will we witness the
man of Torahlessness take his seat on the Temple Mount?

Moshe' s Instructions Befor e the Shema

Most of us have recited and memorized the Shema, the centra declarationof our faith, fromDevarim 6:4
“Shema Yisrad! YHVH Eloheinu! YHVH Echad!” “Hear, O Yisad! YHVH isour Elohim. YHVH
isonel” But how many of us remember the words immediatdy preceding the Shema? They arevitd to
our living out our declaration of faith by obeying the Torah of YHVH.

Devarim 5:32 - 6:3 “So you shdl observetodo just as YHVH your Elohim has charged you; you shdl
not turn aside to the right or to the left. 33 You shdl wak in dl the way which YHVH your Elohim has
charged you, that youmay live and that it may be wel withyou, and that you may prolong your daysin the
land which you will possess. 6:1 “Now thisisthe mitzvot (precepts), the chukim (impressons) and the
mishpatim (declarations) which Y HVH your Elohim has charged me to teachyou, that youmight do them
inthe land where youare going over to possessit, 2 so that you and your sonand your grandson might fear
YHVH your Elohim, to keep dl hischukim (impressions) and hismitzvot (precepts), which | charge you,
dl the days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged. 3“O Isradl, you should listen (shema -
obey) and be careful to doit, that it may bewd| withyouand that youmay multiply greatly, justas YHVH,
the Elohim of your fathers, has promised you, in aland flowing with milk and honey.”

Here Maoshe repeatedly cdls Bne Yisrad to do what YHVH has instructed them. Notice these verb
phrases. “Observeto do.” “Wak in dl the way.” “Do them.” “Keep dl his chukim and mitzvot.”
“Ligten and be careful to doit.” In anutshell Moshe is saying, “ Obey the Torah.”

Moshe aso ligsspecific blessings thet will come uponBnel Yisrad for obeying the Torah. Theseblessings
include:

You may live (v. 33)

It may be wdl with you (vs. 33, 3)

Y ou may prolong your daysintheland (vs. 33, 2)

Y ou, your son and your grandson might fear YHVH your Elohim (v. 2)
Y ou may multiply grestly (v. 3)

You may livein aland flowing with milk and honey (v. 3).

oS gbkwpnE

Thephrase, “Youshdl wak indl theway . . . ” iswhere the term halacha is derived as the Hebrew word
for wak is halach. In Judasm halacha has come to mean the legd part of Tdmudic and later Jewish
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literature or “Law,” in an dl-inclusive, abdtract sense, or dse a specific regulation. Halachot, the plurd,
refersto collections of laws, especidly the ord law, the accepted tradition of interpretation of the written
law passed down from generation to generation by the Sages.

From aMessanic, Torah-observant perspective, halacha can refer broadly to the whole systemof living
in obedience to the loving ingtructions of our Father, how we wak each day inthe light of isword onthe
pathway through life. In asense each of usmay set our own halacha, the specific ways inwhichwefollow
the Torah on aday-to-day basis.

There are some leaders who will try to set rulesand regulations that they cal halacha for you to follow in
your walk. They may require you to wak according to their halacha to be inafiliationwiththem. Before
choosing to follow or rgect such halacha, check it againgt the written Torahasyouare led by the Ruach
HaKodesh. Never forget that our only infdlible and constant guide throughout our walk in obedience to
the Torah must be the Ruach HaK odesh who will lead usinto al truth and the word of YHVH istruth.

What YHVH Wants

Devarim 6:5 “You dhdl love YHVH your Elohim with dl your heart and with dl your soul and with dl
your might (resources).”

Thisversedearly tdlsuswhat YHVH wants. It defines the response that the One and Only G-d expects
of us. There can be nothing less than complete love for him and totd devotion of dl our being and dl the
resources (body, mind, spirit, property, finances, life) we possessto him. Aswe obey the Torah, our total
moativation must be our love for YHVH who firg loved us. When we understand the true nature of the
Torahasthe lovingingructions of our heavenly Father, wewill not view our obedience as*“havingto” keep
the indructions but rather “ getting to” obey the Torah.

Y’ shua HaMashiach, YHVH who came in the flesh to dwel among us, clearly defined how our love for
YHVH will be demonstrated. 1t will only beby our obedienceto hisloving ingructionsjust as Y’ shuasaid,
“If you love me, keep my mitzvot (precepts).” Yochanan 14:15 IJNT

Teaching the Next Generation to Obey the Torah

Devarim 6:20-25 “When your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What do the edot (pointers),
chukim (impressions) and the mishpatim (declarations) mean which YHVH our Elohim charged you?
21 thenyoushdl say to your son, ‘ Wewere davesto Pharaohin Egypt, and YHVH brought us from Egypt
with amighty hand. 22 ‘Moreover, YHVH showed great and distressing signs and wonders before our
eyes againg Egypt, Pharaoh and dl his household; 23 He brought us out fromthereinorder to bring usin,
to give us the land which He had sworn to our fathers” 24 So YHVH charged usto observe dl these
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chukim (impressions), to fear YHVH our Elohim for our good dways and for our surviva, asit istoday.
25 It will be righteousnessfor usif we are careful to observe dl this mitzvot (precepts) before YHVH our
Elohim, just as He charged us.

Moshe ingtructed Bnel Yisrael how to respond to the inquiriesof ther children about the importance of the
indructions of YHVH. They were to recount their bondage in Egypt and the great deliverance of YHVH
and the possession of Eretz Yigrael as he had promised the forefathers. Then the parents were to teach
their children to obey the Torah of YHVH for ther own good and survivd.  Furthermore, the children
were to be taught that obedience to dl of the loving indructions of YHVH would be counted as
righteousness.

Please note that thisis not a statement about s vation but rather a satement about how Y HVH viewsthose
who obey his Torah - they are righteous in his Sght.

YHVH Rewards and Punishes

Devarim 7:9-11 “Know therefore that YHVH your Elohim, heis Elohim, the faithful El, who keeps his
covenant and his lovingkindness [chesed - grace, mercy] to a thousandth generation with thosewho love
him and keep hismitzvot (precepts); 10 but repays those who hate him to their faces, to destroy them;
he will not dday with him who hates him, he will repay him to his face. 11 Therefore, you shdl keep the
mitzvot (precepts) and the chukim (impressions) and the mishpatim (declarations) which | am charging
you today, to do them.”

YHVH our Elohim is anawesome Elohim. Heistotaly faithful to hiscovenantsand full of loving-kindness,
grace, and mercy to those who love hmand obey his Torah. But YHVH aso bringsretribution - herepays
those who hate him - he destroys them without delay face to face. And who are those who hate him?
Those who do not obey his Torah.

To enjoy the benefits of the covenants of YHVH and his lovingkindness throughout our generations, we
should want to love our Heavenly Father, the Sovereign King of the Universe, and keep his loving
indructions, his Torah, inits fullness to the best of our ability for our benefit. But our mativation must not
be to receive blessings. Rather, we should serve YHVH out of our love and respect and reverence and
fear of the one true and living Elohim. Likewise, we should not be motivated to obey his Torah because
of our fear of hisretribution but rather in appreciation for hislove.

YHVH, the Covenant K eeper, Promises Blessings

Devarim 7:12-16 “Then it shdl come about, because you listen to these mishpatim (declarations) and
keep and do them, that YHVH your Elchimwill keep withyou His covenant and Hislovingkindnesswhich
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He swore to your forefathers. 13 He will love you and bless you and multiply you; He will dsoblessthe
fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, your grain and your new wine and your ail, the increase
of your herd and the young of your flock, in the land which He swore to your forefathersto giveyou. 14
Y ou shdl beblessed above dl peoples; therewill be no mae or femae barren among you or among your
cattle. 15 YHVH will removefromyou dl sickness, and He will not put on you any of the harmful diseases
of Egypt which you have known, but He will lay them on dl who hateyou. 16 You shdl consume dl the
peopleswhomY HVH your Elohimwill ddliver to you; your eye shdl not pity them, nor shdl you serve their
gods, for that would be a snare to you.”

YHVH isthe covenant maker and Abba s the covenant keeper. 1n these verses he promises those who
keep the covenant with him greet blessngs.

What aloving Father we have who is o willing to bless his children who obey his Torah. Just think --
he has given these loving ingructions to those whomhe lovesfor our own benefit. And then on top of that,
when we actudly obey his Torah (by just doing what isgood for us), our Father blessesusevenmore. He
keeps his covenant and lovingkindness -- loving us, blessng us and multiplying us. He increases the fruit
of our womb and dl the fruit of our labors so that we will be blessed above al peoples. He will remove
sckness from us and keep us from the hamful diseases of Egypt which our forefathers suffered.
Additiondly, he promises his retribution againg al who hate us and will deliver themto us. Abbaistruly
amazing!

Despite what many churchmen have taught in the past, Moshe told Bnel Yisrad that YHVH would keep
the Brit Avot, the covenant he sworeto the fathers- Avraham, Yitzchak, and Y& akov. These covenants
have not been canceled or broken by YHVH. YHVH isafathful covenant-maker and covenant-keeper.
YHVH does not break his covenants. He will dways be the Elohim of his Chosen People and he will
provide his promised blessngs in abundance, if they listen and obey, in totd fulfillment of his covenants.

Obey the Entire Torah

Deuteronomy 8:1 “All the mitzvot (precepts) that | am charging youtoday youshdl be careful todo, that
youmay live and multiply, and go in and possess the land whichYHVH sworeto giveto your forefathers.

Moshe ingructed Bne Yisrad to be careful to obey dl of the Torah. The Hebrew word for “dl” iskol and
its primary meaning isthe whole. Thus Moshe stressed that no one could pick and choose which of the
Abba sloving ingructions they would obey. They were charged with obeying the whole. Furthermore,
the blessngs promised by YHVH were contingent on Yisrael’ s acceptance of the entire Torah for dl of
it - initsentirety - isasingle, integrated indruction.
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YHVH Asksfor Obedience

Next Moshe asks and answers the question every G-d-fearing human being has asked of himsdf. What
does YHVH your Elohim ask from you?

Devarim 10:12-13 “Now, Yigrad, what does YHVH your Elohim require (ask) from you, but to fear
YHVH your Hohim, towdk inal hisways and to love him, and to serve YHVH your Elochimwithdl your
heart and withdl your soul, 13 to keep YHVH’s mitzvot (precepts) and hischukim (impressions) which
| am charging you today for your good?’

Who were included in Yigad? Werethose who stood before Har Sinal those many generations ago?
Yes, except for the men who died in the wilderness. Were those descended from the twelve sons of
Y a akov who became Bne Yigad? Yes. How about those who are descended from the two sons of
Y osef, Ephram (to whom Y& akov gave the blessing of the eldest son) and Menashe? Yes All of the
above wereincluded in Yisragl. The generations of those who held faith in YHVH and Messiah Y’ shua
wereasoincluded. Soif you believein YHVH and Y’ shuaHaMashiach, you areincluded in Yigrad. As
apart of Yisrad youareto be as one who stood at Har Sinal and entered into the covenant of Torah. Each
day you areto carry out your part of the covenant by obeying the Torah.

Remember that the covenant YHVH made with Bnei Yisragl was one covenant with one people. There
are not two covenants. Some say that Christians or non-Jews or Gentiles have ther own new covenant
with YHVH and that Yehudah (the Jews) have their own old covenant withYHVH. Thereisoneand only
one covenant YHVH made with hisbeloved people. Thereisonly one Torah for dl of YHVH's people
to obey following the example of the only one who ever perfectly fulfilled (filled full) the Torah, Y’ shua
HaMashiach.

In verse 12 we have an excdlent example of the English Bible trandators impodng their belief that the

Torah was the “Law” by usng the word “require” The Hebrew word is I adV shaal which literally

means “ask, enquire, consult, request, beg.” Out of 173 occurrences of sha’al, the King James Bible
trandators used “require’ only seventimes. The New American Standard trandators used “require” only
two times. How conveniently and easily these trandators changed the Torah picture of our loving Father
into a picture of a mean judge, clothed in ablack robe stting behind a big bench gave in hand ready to
sentence anyone who fals to keep his “Law” to death. That is not the portrait of Abba painted in the
Torah. Rather, our loving Father is portrayed as asking, even begging, his precious children towak in his
ways, loving him and serving him with al their heart and al their soul. His children are asked to
demonstrate ther love by observing, keeping, safeguarding, the entirety of his Torah, hisloving indructions
given for their benefit.
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Love YHVH and Obey HisTorah

Devarim 11:1, 8 “You shdl therefore love YHVH your Elohimand dways keep his charge, his chukim
(impressions), his mishpatim (declarations), and his mitzvot (precepts). ... 8 You shal therefore keep
every mitzvah (precept) whichl amcharging youtoday, so that youmay be strong and go in and possess
the land into which you are about to cross to possessit.”

Maoshe continues his exhortation to Bnel Yigrad to love YHVH and obey his loving indructions for their
own benefit - so they will be strong and able to possessthe promised land, EretzYigad. We should obey
the Torah motivated by our love for YHVH, not for persona gain. Y et, the Torah reminds usthet if we
obey the loving ingructions given for our benefit, Abbawill bless uswith physicd and spiritud benefits.

But we mugt never forget that these benefits are conditional on our obedience to the Torah, loving our
Father, waking in his ways and holding fast to him. The conditiona nature of these benefits is clearly
established by Moshe' s use of the word “if” & the beginning of

Devarim 11:22-23 “For if you arecareful to keep the whole mitzvah (precept) whichl amchargingyou
to do, to love YHVH your Elohim, towak in dl hisways and hold fast to him, 23 then YHVH will drive
out dl these nations from before you, and you will digpossess nations greater and mightier than you.

Your Choice: Blessing or Curse

Devarim 11.:26-28 “See, | am sting before you today a blessng and a curse: 27 the blessing, if you
listen to the mitzvot (precepts) of YHVH your Elohim, whichl am charging you today; 28 and the curse,
if you do not ligten to the mitzvot (precepts) of YHVH your Elohim, but turn aside from the way which |
am charging you today, by following other gods which you have not known.”

These verses begin Parsha Re’ ehwhichmeans “look at, behold, perceive, consider.” That iswha Moshe
asked YHVH'’s Chosen People to do - to consider the choices they had — a blessng or a curse. The
blessing was obeying the Torah; the curse resulted from not obeying the Torah, following other gods.

Once again the trandators of the English Bible did adisserviceto the word of YHVH. They added alittle
word “if” after “the blessing.” Thereisno “if” inHebrew! Why? Becausethe blessing itsdlf isobeying the
indructions of Abba, our Father. Yes, obeying the Torah is the blessing! These loving indructions
were given for our benefit and obeying the Torah benefits us which is the blessing.

But our loving Abba promises even more and greater blessngs as a reward for our obedience which
demondtrates our love for him. Just as any loving father would, Abba rewards and lavisheshislove upon
the children who will do what he asks them to do. Why does an earthly father do this for his children?
Because our heavenly Father has set the pattern in the Torah for the earthly father!
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To make the digtinction clear between the blessing and the curse, verse 28 in Hebrew does have “if” but
“if” is associated only with the curse. From the teachings of the church we initidly obtained a basic but
erroneous undergtanding of blessings: blessngs come from faith. Some have been taught by the Ruach
HaK odesh a higher leve of underdanding: blessings are conditioned on obedience. Now the Ruach
HaK odeshhasraised our leve of understanding to the highest levd: the blessing is obeying the Torah
which results in further blessings from our loving Father! Obedience to the Torah of Abbais
inextricably intertwined with the blessngs that he promises. Obedience itsdf is a blessng and a means
whereby one blesses YHVH, our loving Abba, demondrating love for him which triggers his further
response of blessngs far beyond our expectations. What an amazing truth!

YHVH’sTorah is Complete and Perfect

Devarim 12:32 “Whatever | charge you, you shdl be careful to do; you shdl not add to nor take away
fromit.”

YHVH the Creator gave the Torah as his ingructions by which his beloved creatures would become
acceptable to have apersonal rdaionship withther Creator. So Torah is an expression of the will of G-d
for mankind. Those who obey these loving ingtructions become people who love, respect and vaue one
another and YHVH asther Creator. Torahisarevelation of thenature of G-d himsdf and asheis perfect,
Torah is perfect. Any deviation from this perfect sandard will result in the dehumanization of man and
estrangement between creature and Creator.

Torah isthe complete and perfect revelation Y HVH intended for hisbeloved creatures. We may wish for
more or we may desireless. But the Torahisthe complete package that cannot be improved upon. That
is why YHVH specificdly prohibits adding to it or taking anything avay. In away, Torah is like a
computer program, the ingtructions for how a computer isto act. If you alter even one line of these
ingructions, the outcome will be changed and will not be what was intended.

People attempt to drcumvent this injunction not to add or subtract from Torah motivated by two evil
influences. Thefirg influenceisthe pressure from theworld around usand yidding to it changesthe Torah.
The second influence is even more inddious and dangerous, the fase prophet from within the community
who led Bne Yigad far astray from Torah.

Firgt, when Bnel Yisradl entered Eretz Yisragl and saw the religious practices of the inhabitants living
around them, YHVH ingtructed themnot to imitate the paganpractices. Thiswasnot so much aprohibition
of idolatry, which was clearly forbidden, but of using these pagan practicesinthe worship of YHVH. The
sophisticated rituas, beautiful pomp and ceremony, and displays of spiritual power demonstrated by these
pagan priests pressured Bnd Yisradl to incorporate these practices into thar worship. The result was
catagtrophic. Theloving indructions of YHVH were diluted and eventualy abandoned by Bne Yisrad.
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Aswe seek to obey the Torah, we must understand the difference between obeying the clear ingtructions
of Torah and being pressured to follow the authority of tradition, Jewish, Chrigtian, or pagan.

Second, the fase prophet within Bnel Yisradl, through hiswords, deeds or even the &bility to procure Sgns
and wonders, attempted to lead the community away from the truth of Torah. In our day we may be
swayed to abandonthe Torah by the influence of anintellectud or theologian, the attraction of a charismatic
leader or the performance of fase Sgns or miracles - just asis prophesied at the end of the age. Asone
hearsand observes, one mug dways be discerning and ask, “What is this event or experience vaidating?
“Who is being magnified, glorified and exdted? Whatever or whoever draws us away from obedience
to the clear and loving ingtructions of Abba must be rejected like the false prophet of old.

Moshe warned Bnel Yisradl that when confronted by the Srensong of the false prophet, the seducer who
would lead them away from the Torah, they wereto “. . . follow YHVH your Elohim and fear Him; and
you shdl keep His mitzvot (precepts), listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him.” Devarim 13:4

It's All about Doing

Devarim 26:16 “This day YHVH your Elohim charges you to do these chukim (impressions) and
mishpatim (declarations). Y ou shdl therefore be careful to do them with dl your heart and with al your
soul. “

Moshe uses that little two-letter word that so many people try to avoid inther lives- “do.” Doingiswhat
obeying the Torah isdl about. It isnot about menta assent to the words of YHVH and their acceptability
for good living. It isnot about hearing the ingructions and then forgetting them. It is not about following
the traditions of men, whether Jewish, Chrigtian or pagan, thinking that keeping of traditions isthe same as
obeying the Torah. Obeying the Torahisdl about doing what our loving Father asks, doing the loving
indructions he gave expresdy for our benefit —which brings rewards to the faithful “doers’ of the Torah
from the One who is honored by their demondtrations of love.

An Intimate Relationship from Obedience

Devarim 26:17-19"Y ouhave today declared YHVH to be your Elohim, and that you would walk in His
ways and keep His chukim (impressions), Hismitzvot (precepts) and His mishpatim (declarations), and
ligen to His voice. 18 YHVH hastoday declared you to be His people, a treasured possesson, as He
promised you, and that you should keep dl His mitzvot (precepts); 19 and that He will set youhighabove
dl nationswhichHe hasmade, for praise, fame, and honor; and that you shal be a consecrated people to
YHVH your Elohim, as He has spoken.”
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Mutua declarations of great importanceare made in these verses. Firs, Bnel Yisrad declared YHVH to
bethar Elohim. They declared they would walk in hisways, keep hisingructions, and listen to hisvoice.
Second, YHVH declared he had chosen Bnel Yisrael to be hispeople, a treasured possession, based on
their declaration that they would obey the Torah. YHVH further declared to make his beloved people
supreme over al the nations so they would be aholy peopleto YHVH.

This important passage reveds a great deal about the relaionship between Yisrael and YHVH. These
mutud declarations demongrate how we may have the intimate relationship with YHVH he promised to
Bne Yigad. Cause and effect areinvolved. The cause of the rdationship is trusting, faithful obedience
with al our hearts and souls. Obeying the Torah digtinguishes YHVH as the one, true and living Elohim
whom we sanctify, or set gpart. This confesses to the rest of the world that we love, follow and obey the
Blohimof Avraham, Yitzchak and Ya akov. The effect isthe blessng of being declared by YHVH ashis
bel oved whom he showerswithblessings each day. Y’ shua promised that those who confess him before
the world will be confessed by him before YHVH.

Torah - The Unity of Ingtructions

Devarim 27:1 Then Moses and the elders of Isragl charged the people, saying, “Keep dl the
commandments which I command you today.”

Once again we are mided by the trandators. Mog English versons mistrandate this verse by using the
plurd “commandments’ while the Hebrew word isactudly the sngular, mitzvah, and not the plura form,
mitzvot. So thisverseis better trandated as,

Devarim 27:1 Then Maoshe and the elders of Yisragl charged the people, saying, “ Keep (observe, do)
al the Precept - the Ingtruction - the totality of - what | charge you today.”

The Torah ingructions of Abba are aunity rather than amultiplicity of sngle ingructions from which one
may pick and choose. They are like a picture puzzle that isfully assembled. Theingtructionsarenot to be
conddered as scattered, disorganized pieces before assembly into the completed whole but rather as the
unified assembled puzzle. Abbaasks usto obey “kol” (al) hisingructions, like one observes the picture
puzzle as a hole, the sum of its parts.

Certainly Abba understands that we mug learn to obey one indruction a a time just like a puzzle is
assembled one piece of thetime. But we must rely upon the Ruach HaK odesh to guide us step-by-step
toward the god of obeying Abba s Torah ingtructions as a unity. If we pick and choose which ones we
want to follow and which ones we want to ignore, the sovereignty of Abba is diminished. Rather, we
elevate and place oursalves into the position of authority — deciding what is good for us and what is not.
We supplant YHVH as our Creator and Father who knows what is best for us.
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Y a akov (James), the brother of Y’ shua, confirms the unity of Torah that prevents one from sdectively
obeying the ingructions of Torah. He wrote,

For a person who keeps the whole Torah, yet ssumbles at one point, has become guilty of breaking them
al. 11 For the One who said, “Don’'t commit adultery,” aso said, “Don’'t murder.” Now, if you don’t
commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the Torah. 12 Keep speaking and
acting like people who will be judged by a Torah which gives freedom. 13 For judgment will be without
mercy toward one who doesn’t show mercy; but mercy wins out over judgment. Ya' akov (James) 2: 10-
13

We mug never forget the grace, mercy and lovingkindnessof YHVH our Abbasavesus. At thesametime
we mug utterly rgject the perversion by those who proclaim that legdistic obedience to the “Law” was
what the Yigadites redly believed provided their sdvation.

Confirm the Torah

Devarim 27:26 ‘ Cursed ishe who does not confirmthe words of this Torah by doing them.” And dl the
people shdl say, ‘Amen.’

No clearer declarationexigts of the status of one who does not do the lovingindructions of Torah. Cursed
isthat onel

Likewise, by implication, Bnel Yisrad declared they would confirm the words of Torah by doing them.
That needs to be the declarationof dl who would honor YHVH and demondrate their love for him asthe
onewho firg loved us. We will obey the Torah by doing hisloving ingtructions.

Blessingsand Curses

Devarim 28:1-2 “Now it shdl be, if you diligently obey YHVH your Elohim, being careful to do dl His
mitzvot (precepts) which | charge you today, YHVH your Elohim will set you high above dl the nations
of the earth. 2“All these blessingswill come upon you and overtake you if you obey YHVH your Elohim.”

Inchapter 28 we have one of the more well known and solemn sections of the whole Torah: the Blessings
and the Curses. The blessings (vv. 3-14) occupy very little space when compared to the curses (w. 15-
68). Y et the blessings encompass every aspect of one' slife. They are rather poetic in their promises of
fruitfulness and protection, both for the city dweller and for the farmer. Unlike other religions which
promiseonly reward inthe World to Come, only the Torah promises rewards in thisworld -- blessngs of
food inyour storehouse, peacefromyour enemies, hedthy offsoring—inreward for obedienceto the Torah
of Abba
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How wonderful is the promise of YHVH that “dl these blessings will come upon you and overtake you,
if you obey YHVH” - if you listen to the voice of YHVH and act inproper responseto hisvoice. Indeed,
the blessngs will not only come upon one who is faithful and obedient but the blessings will even chase
down and overtake such a one. Imagine the Father, as the source of dl blessings, running after his
cherished child to throw even more blessngs on this beloved child.

The Blessings are Conditional

Verses 1 through 14 describe anumber of conditionsthat YHVH expects to be fulfilled by his people if
they areto be blessed by him.

v. 1°If you diligently obey YHVH, your Elohim, being careful to do all of hismitzvot (precepts).”
v. 2" ... if you obey YHVH, your Elohim.”

v. 9% ... if you keep the mitzvot (precepts) of YHVH, your Elohim, and you walk in hisways.”
V. 13 “... ifyou listento the mitzvot (precepts) of YHVH your Elohim”

v.14* ... and [if] you do not turn asde from any of the words which | charge you today”

Thus we clearly understand that the blessings listed in this passage were and are conditioned on trusting,
faithful obedience to the loving ingtructions of YHVH.

Cursesfor Failing to Obey
Devarim 28:15-69

Following the lit of blessings, the Torah takes about five times as many verses to list the curses from
disobedience asit did to list the blessings for obedience. These curses will befal those who do not meet
the conditions for the blessngs, those who turn away from the Torah. Hereisasample.

“So dl these curses shdl come on you and pursue you and overtake you until you are destroyed, because
you would not obey YHVH your Elohim by keeping hismitzvot (precepts) and his chukim (impressons)
which he commanded you. 46 They shal become a Sgn and a wonder on you and your descendants
forever. 47 Because you did not serve YHVH your Elohim with joy and aglad heart, for the abundance
of dl things, 48 therefore you shdl serve your enemies whom YHVH will send againgt you, in hunger, in
thirgt, in nakedness, and in the lack of dl things, and he will put an iron yoke on your neck until he has
destroyed you.” Devarim 28:45-48
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Reecting Torah is Disastrous

Devarim 29:14, 18-21 “Now not withyouaone am| meking this covenant and thisoath, . . . 18 so that
there will not be among you a man or woman, or family or tribe, whose heart turns away today from
YHVH your Elohim, to go and serve the gods of those nations; that there will not be among you aroot
bearing poisonous fruit and wormwood. 19 It shal be whenhe hears the words of this curse, that he will
boadt, saying, ‘1 have peace though | wak inthe stubbornness of my heart inorder to destroy the watered
land with the dry.” 20 YHVH shdl never be willing to forgive him, but rather the anger of Y HVH and His
jealousy will burn againg that man, and every curse which is written in this book will rest on him, and
YHVH will blot out his name from under heaven. 21 Then YHVH will sngle him out for adversty from
al the tribes of Isradl, according to dl the curses of the covenant which are written in this book of the
Torah.”

The delusion of walking in one s own way without the Torah may be pargphrased as “ peace will be with
me, so | can do as| wishwithout fear; calamitiescan only befdl other people.” Such ddusionisthe source
of disagter for so many people. Theworld today seems to be driven by the motto “I’ m going to do my
own thing. Leave me done” Even the church isfull of people who have proclamed this ddusion and
suffered the disastrous consequences. And through the ages of its evolution, Chrigtianity seems to have
adopted this pogition. It has abandoned the clear, loving ingructions of ther loving Heavenly Father to do
things their own way — dl the while thinking the peace and blessings of YHVH will follow them evenwhen
they choose to ignore the smple request of Abbato obey his Torah.

At the extreme of this sdf-delusion, the Chofetz Chaim used to say that many seem to base their lives on
the foolish notion that certain kinds of people are prone to die, but not them -- they are immune from
physica or soiritud degth. Thisis especidly true today withyoung people who act extremely, putting their
lives, and the lives of others, in jeopardy because of this self-delusion thet others die, not them.

In verses 20 and 21, YHVH through Moshe makes it abundantly clear that he does not condone the
choices or actions of one who walks as his heart seesfit. He declares extreme consequences for such
disobedience. YHVH declaresthat he* shal never bewilling to forgive him, but rather the anger of YHVH
and Hisjedousy will burn againg that man, and every curse which is written in this book will rest on him,
and YHVH will blot out his name from under heaven. 21 Then YHVH will Sngle him out for adversity
from dl the tribes of 1sradl, according to dl the curses of the covenant whichare writteninthis book of the
Torah.”

This clear warning has been ignored by thosewho declare the whole of Torahas* old” and * unnecessary”
and who bdlieve the “new” has abolished the “old.” YHVH may haveabig surprisein storefor thosewho
would do their own thing in spite of the clear cal of YHVH. He smply asksdl his human cregtion to be
trusting, faithful and obedient to him by doing al the instructions contained in his holy scriptures, from
B’reshit to Revelation.
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The Prophecy of Return tothe Torah

Devarim 30:1-10 “Soit shdl be when dl of these things have come uponyou, the blessng and the curse
which | have set before you, and you cdl them to mind in dl nations where YHVH your Elohim has
banished you, 2 and youreturnto Y HVH your Elohim and obey Himwithdl your heart and soul according
todl that | charge youtoday, youand your sons, 3 thenYHVH your Elohimwill restore you fromcaptivity,
and have compassionon you, and will gather you again fromal the peopleswhere Y HVH your Elohimhas
scattered you. 4 If your outcasts are at the ends of the earth, from there YHVH your Elohim will gather
you, and from there He will bring you back. 5YHVH your Elohimwill bring youinto the land which your
fathers possessed, and you shdl possess it; and He will prosper you and multiply you more than your
fathers. 6 Moreover YHVH your Elohim will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to
love YHVH your Elohim with dl your heart and with dl your soul, so that you may live. 7 YHVH your
Elohimwill inflict dl these curses on your enemies and onthose who hate you, who persecuted you. 8 And
you shdl again obey YHVH, and observe dl Hismitzvot (precepts) which | charge you today. 9 Then
YHVH your Elohimwill prosper youabundantly in al the work of your hand, inthe offspring of your body
and inthe offspring of your cattle and inthe produce of your ground, for Y HVH will again rejoice over you
for good, just as He rgjoiced over your fathers, 10 if you obey YHVH your Elohim to keep His mitzvot
(precepts)and His chukim (impressons) whicharewritteninthis book of the Torah, if you turn to YHVH
your Elohim with dl your heart and soul.”

Inthiswonderful passage, YHVH through Moshe prophesies the return of Bnel Yisradl tothe Torahindl
the lands to which they have been banished through the centuries. They and their children, with dl ther
hearts and souls, will obey YHVH and his Torah as Moshe first ingtructed their forefathers. YHVH, with
great compassion, will bring back his Torah observant ones (the doers) fromadl parts of the earthinto Eretz
Yisrael to possessit. Hewill prosper and multiply themmore thanther forefatherswho occupied the land.
He will circumcise hearts and souls so they will love him and live. Although hated and persecuted, Bnei
Yisrael (the doers not hearers) will obey YHVH by obeying the Torah resulting in abundant prosperity.
But such prosperity in Eretz Yisrad will be conditiona on continued obedience to YHVH, demonstrated
by keeping dl of hisloving ingtructions written in the books of Mashe with dl their hearts and souls.

Torah isNear You

Devarim 30:11-14 “For this mitzvah (Precept - the whole unity) which | charge you today is not too
difficult for you, nor isit out of reach. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will go up to heaven
for usto get it for us and make us hear it, that we may observeit? 13 “Nor isit beyond the sea, that you
should say, ‘Who will crossthe seafor usto get it for usand make us heer it, that we may observeit? 14
But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may observeit.”

In his dosing address, M oshe emphasi zed that Torah, the loving ingtructions of Abba, are not hard to find,
not difficult to follow; not hard to grasp, not beyond our ability to obey. We do not have to search the
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heavens or crossthe seasto find them. We do not have to wait for an angel to come from heaven to make
us hear them. We don’'t have to wait for a specia person, prophet, preacher or teacher, to come from
around the world, or across the ndion, to teach us these instructions. We don’t have to possess
supernatura faith or great wisdom or understanding to obey Torah.

The entire Torah canbe near to us, within our ability to observe and do it. It can be o near tousasto be
in our very mouths and hearts. But the Torah does not get there by magic, by an outpouring that
mysterioudy overwhems and infusesus. No, it getsinto our mouths and hearts aswe study and speak and
obey the Torah under the direction of the RuachHaK odeshwho leads usinto dl truth. Abba expects us
to learn and do the ingtructions of Torah one a atime. The more we study, speak and obey the Torah,
the more it will be in our mouths and in our hearts. And the more we love Abba, the more we will want
to observe and do al he asks us to do — as he so clearly reved s to those who will but seek him.

As we learn the Torah and are faced with obeying another ingtruction, we have the power to choose to
obey and are held respongble for that choice. If we choose to obey, Abba provides al we need to
accomplish the task a hand, one ingtruction at atime.

ChoseLife

Devarim 30:19-20 “I cdl heaven and earth to witness againgt you today, that | have set before you life
and death, the blessng and the curse.  So choose lifeinorder that youmay live, youand your descendants,
20 by loving Y HVH your Elohim, by obeying Hisvoice, and by holding fast to Him; for thisis your lifeand
the length of your days, that you may live in the land which YHVH swore to your fathers, to Avraham,
Yitzchak, and Y& akov, to give them.”

These verses are the clearest and most powerful statement in the Torah about the purpose of life and the
exisence of free will; chai (life) and choices. Our lives are dways full of conditions or choices. The
primary choices facing manare betweenlife and desth, good and evil. Abba encourages us, “ So choose
chai (life)...” Why? “In order that you may live, you and your descendants” Why? “Because he
(Abba) isyour chai (life).” What kind of life -- physicd or spiritua? Both! As an old song says, “You
can’'t have one without the other.” They are inextricably intertwined in a symbiotic relationship, each
influencing the other. Abba saysto choose chai, soiritud lifeinhim, so that you may have physicd life as
wdll.

Our true focusisredly not chai but rather “to love Abba and cleave to him.” Hewantsto be our “first
love” the one to whom we cling and to whom we turn for everything. Choosing to love and obey Abba
isred chai, both physica and spiritud. Whenwe choose Abbaand obey him, he givesus hischai, which
in turn enables us to redly live, to fuly hear and obey his voice, and to ding to him in trusting, faithful
obedience thus demondtrating our love.
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The Obedience of Bnel Yisrad

Devarim 34:9 Now Y ehashua the son of Nun wasfilled withthe spirit of wisdom, for Moshe hed laid his
hands on him; and Bnel Yigrad ligened to him and did as YHVH had charged Moshe,

Immediately after recounting the death of Maoshe and the time of mourning for him, the book of Devarim
closes with the affirmation of the obedience of Bne Yisrad to the Torah as YHVH had charged Moshe
who charged Bnel Yisrad to do dl that Abba had asked them to do, hisloving ingtructions, the Torah.

Confirmation and Chargeto Yehoshua

Immediately thereafter, as recorded in the first verses of Y ehoshua (Joshud), YHVH confirms the entire
Torah to Y ehoshua and charges him with obedience to dl hislovingingructions. Hiswordsto Y ehoshua
should be written on our hearts dong with his Torah.

Yehoshua 1:1-2, 7-9 Now it came about after the death of Moshe, servant of YHVH, that YHVH sad
to Y ehoshuathe son of Nun, Moshe' s attendant, saying, 2. “Moshe My servant hasdied: . . . 7. Only
be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to al the Torah which Moshe My servant
charged you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that youmay have success wherever yougo.
8 Thisbook of the Torah shal not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so
that you may be careful to do according to dl that is written in it; for then you will make your way
prosperous, and then you will have success. 9 Have | not charged you? Be strong and courageous! Do
not tremble or be dismayed, for YHVH your Elohim iswith you wherever you go.”

Y ehoshua later confirmed the Torah by repeating what YHVH had confirmed and charged him to teach
to the warriors of the two tribes and a hdf tribe of Bne Yisrad who werereturningto thar familiesonthe
east side of the Y arden River after dl of Bnel Yisrad had conquered Eretz Yisrad.

Yehoshua 22:1-2, 5 Then Y ehoshua summoned the Reubenites and the Gadites and the haf-tribe of
Manasseh, 2 and sad to them, “Y ouhave kept dl that Moshe the servant of YHVH charged you, and have
ligenedto my voiceinal thet | charged you. ... 5*Only be very careful to observe the mitzvot (precept)
and the Torah (ingtructions) whichMaoshe the servant of YHVH charged you, to love YHVH your Elohim
and wak inal Hisways and keep His mitzvot (precepts) and hold fast to Himand serve Himwithdl your
heart and with al your soul.”
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OBEY THE TORAH IN THE BRIT CHADASHAH

Y’ shua and his talmidim who wrote the Brit Chadashah repeatedly caled on Bnel Yisradl of their timeto
obey the Torah. Thisportionwill follow the order of the Brit Chadashah scripturesto present and examine
the statements of Y’ shua and his talmidim asthe additiona witnesseswho confirmed indructions of Moshe
to obey the Torah.

Y’shua Confirmed and Lived The Torah

Mattityahu 5:17-19 JNT “Don't think that | have come to abolish the Torah or the Prophets. | have
come not to abolish but to complete. 18 Yesindeed! | tell youthat until heavenand earth pass away, not
so much as a yud or a stroke will pass from the Torah - not until everything that must happen has
happened. 19 So whoever disobeysthe least of these mitzvot and teaches others to do sowill be caled
the least in the Kingdom of Heaven. But whoever obeys them and so teaches will be caled great in the
Kingdom of Heaven.

In Hebraic thought, “abolish” the Torah meant to wrongly interpret it. To “complete’ or “fulfill” Torah
meant to properly interpretit. How does one abolish the Torah? By misinterpreting it. How does one
completethe Torah? By correctly interpreting it and being obedient to itsingtructions. From the Hebrew,
the passage could be trandated, “Think not that |1 am come to misinterpret, or to misapply, the Torah.
Rather, | have come to correctly interpret and, thereby, cause the Torah to stand upright on a firm
foundation.”

Y’ shua came to properly interpret the Torah and live it asthe perfect example. And that iswhat Y’ shua
intended when he said in

Mattityahu 28:19-20 JNT “Therefore, go and make people from dl naionsinto tamidim, immerang
them into the redlity of the Father, the Son and the Ruach HaK odesh, 20 and teaching them to obey
everythingthat | have commanded you. And remember! | will bewithyoudways, yes, evenuntil the end
of the age.”

As YHVH in the flesh, Y’shua provided firs-hand indructions and guidance in Torah observance -
knowing YHVH as aloving Heavenly Father and doing what he asks - to his TAmidim, the disciples that
waked with him dally. These ingructions and his example were passed on by the firs Tdmidim to ther
Tdmidim, from generation to generation.

In Mattityahu 5:19 Y’ shua warned of the consequences to those who would disobey the least of the
indructions of the Torah and teach others to do so — they “will be caled the least in the Kingdom of
Heaven.” And he promised a reward — “whoever obeys them and so teaches will be cdlled greet in the
Kingdom of Heaven.”
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Y’shua Taught Obedience Like a Child

Abba sindructions indude some actions that he asks us to perform without giving us any reason. Hejust
wants us to do them. These indructions have traditiondly been labeed chukim. Chukim may be
trandated as impressions, imprints, images.

The coinsin your pocketsshould be good remindersof Abba s chukim. They are created when ashiny,
round piece of metd is placed between two diesand these dies are brought forcefully together with great
pressure. What is left are chukim (impressions, imprints, images) on both sides.

Abba schukim are not ingtructions that man accepts and doesbecause A bbaexplainedto hmthe purpose
or because man reasoned that there is a purpose of his obedience. Rather, chukim are what Abba
impresses on his loving children, the things he asks them to do without explanation or reason. We mugt
accept and do these ingructions of Abballike little children without question or doubt.

To reinforcethis approachto dl the loving ingtructions, eventhosewe don't understand, Y’ shua instructed
histdmidim,

“Yed | tel you that unless you change and become likelittle children, youwon't even enter the Kingdom
of Heaven! 4 So the greatest in the Kingdom is whoever makes himsdf as humble as this child.”
Mattityahu 18:3-4 INT

To further confirm this gpproach, Y’ shuaadso sad,

“Let the children come to me, don't stop them; for the Kingdom of G-d belongs to suchasthese. 15Yes!
| tell you, whoever does not receive the Kingdom of G-d like achild will not enter it!” Mark 10:14-15
JNT

In his discourses with his TAmidim, Y’ shua has emphasized the need for righteousness, waking uprightly
before Y HVH and withthose he has created, inorder to enter hisKingdom. Therighteousnessherequires
is not salf-righteousness such as proclamed by the P’ rushim (Pharisees). It is not a misplaced sense of
righteousnessthat comesfromlegdism (as hypocriticaly proclaimed and imposed by the teachers of Torah
inY’shua sday). Rether, therighteousness Y’ shuadesiresisthat of ayoung child who lovingly, obediently
doeswhat his Father asks him to do because heis eager to please the one who loveshimand gave himlife
and not because he has figured out the purpose of hisFather’ singtructions. So we should be as eager as
young children to obey Abba, our Father, asthe Ruach HaK odesh teaches and leedsus. YHVH isthe
One who loved us so muchthat he gave himsdf inhumanformso that we might have thislife eterndly. So
we should be mativated to love and obey him who firgt loved us and gave himsdlf for us.

A number of years ago, preachers proudly proclamed from their pulpits a statement that was aso
memoridized as a bumper sticker: “G-d sad it. | believeit. That settlesit!” What is wrong with that
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satement? The second sentenceistotdly irrdevant! When G-d says something, that settlesit! When G-d
says to do something, it does not matter whether you believe it or not.

Soitis with dl the loving ingtructions of Abba. Whether we bdieve them or not, whether our reasoning
ability accepts themor not, whether we understand ther purpose or not, and whether we like them or not,
Abba smply asks us to be obedient. Our response to the one who first loved us is to be obedient,
motivated by love in response to his. Obedience was designed by the Cresator, the Covenant Maker, to
enrichthe life of any child of hiswho followshisingtructions, to give greater productivity to hislabors, more
joy and fulfillment in hislife, and to provide peace and blessng to hishome as well asto his community a
large.

Another way to respond to the loving indructions of Abba is like military service members. They have
submitted themselves to the higher authority of their government through the officers who supervise and
direct them. They do asthey are told. When | was in the Navy, we had a saying that summarized the
respongbility of everyone in military service. “Mineis not to reason why; mineisbut to do and die” Our
responseinsubmissonand serviceto Abba, our Father, the Creator and the King of the Universe, should
not be any lessthanour submissonand serviceto our government. If we are true servants of the King of
Kings, we will willingly submit and serve him.

The Greatest Mitzvot of Torah

Mattityahu 22:33-40 INT Whenthe crowds heard how he [Y’ shua] taught, they were astounded; 34
but whenthe TZ dukim (Sadducees) learned that he had silenced the TZ dukim, they got together, 35 and
one of them who was a Torah expert asked a sheilah (question) to trap him: 36 “Rabbi, which of the
mitzvot in the Torah isthe most important? 37 Hetold him, “* Y ou are to love YHVH your G-d with dl
your heart and with al your soul and with dl your strength.” 38 This is the greatest and most important
mitzvah. 39 And asecondissmilar toit, *Y ou areto love your neighbor asyoursdlf.” 40 All of the Torah
and the Prophets are dependent on these two mitzvot.”

In this discourse, Y’ shua used a well-known rabbinica teaching technique of the time cdled remez.
Speaking specific phrases recalled to the minds of the audience (who had the Scriptures memorized) the
totdity of the passage with dl of its meaning and implications for thair lives.

By quoating the smple call of Moshe to Bne Yisrael found in Devarim 6:5 to love YHVH, Y’ shuawas
effectively incorporating and confirming dl of the Torah ingtructions regarding loving YHVH by obeying
hisingructions, just as Mashe had proclaimed through Devarim as we presented above. Then by quoting
the smple indruction to love your neighbor from Vayikra (Lev.) 19:18, Y’ shua was incorporating and
confirming dl of the Torahingtructions regarding the interpersond reationships Bnea Yisrad had with one
another, their friends, companions, fellow Yisraglites, neighbors, and even strangers.
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To wrap up this concept and his confirmation of Torah, Y’ shua expresdy states, “All of the Torahand the
Prophets are dependent on these two mitzvot.” So Y’ shuawas not issuing any new ingructions but was
confirming and reinforcing the totality of the Torah that he, as YHVH, had given to Bnel Yisrad for ther
own good.

How can one love YHVH with al on€'s heart, soul and strength except to be obedient to his loving
indructions? Living inlove withYHVH islivingineager obedience to the ingtructions he lovingly gave for
our benefit.

How canone love hisfriend, companion, fellow Yisradite and neighbor as himsdf without obeying the very
Onewhoislove, YHVH? To fulfill this second indructionof Y’ shua, wemust first love ourselves so that
we will know how and what it means to love our neighbor as oursalves. And to love oursdves, we must
first obey the ample ingtructions Abba gave us for our persond benefit.

In a nutshel, with two gmple phrases, Y'shua asks his followers to obey the entirety of the loving
ingructions of Abbain order to love YHVH and to love others as themsalves.

Y’ shua's Parents Were Obedient to the Torah

Luke 2:39-40 JNT When Y osef and Miryam had finished doing everything required by the Torah of
Adonai, they returned to the Gdlil, to tharr town Natzeret. 40 The child grew and became strong and filled
withwisdom— G-d’ sfavor wasuponhim. 41 Every year Y eshud s parents went to Y erushaayim for the
fediva of Pesach. 42 When he was twelve years old, they went up for the festival, as custom required.

Y’ shua s parents, Y osef and Miryam, were obedient to the Torah of YHVH, as described in the context
of these verses in which they brought Y’ shua asababy to redeemhimasthe firstbornson. After returning
home, Y’ shuawas brought up observing and obeying the Torah ingtructions — becoming strong and filled
with wisdom and YHVH’sfavor.

The obedience of Y’ shua s parents is further confirmed by their pilgrimage each year to Y erushdayimfor
Pesach (Passover). And Y’shua, as an obedient son of his parents, also learned to be obedient to the
Torahof hisFather, YHVH, by thar example. Sowhen Y’ shuabecame aman, he continued in his perfect
obedience, filling full the indructions of his Heavenly Father, the ingructions that he as YHVH had charged
hischildrento observe and do. So weare not surprised that as' Y HVH now livinginthe flesh, seenby Bnel
Yisrad asaRabbi, he caled his people back to the Torah and taught them to obey hisloving indructions
and receive the blessings he had promised as YHVH.

So committed to this message was Y’ shua that he said those who hear and obey hisingructions were far
more blessed than his own mother who brought him into the world in the flesh!
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As Yeshua was saying these things, awoman in the crowd raised her voice to cal out, “How blessed is
the mother that gave birthto youand nursed you from her breast!” 28 But he said, “Far more blessed are
those who hear theword of G-d and obey it!” Luke 11:27-28 INT

Y’shuaWas Zealous For The Torah

Indeed, Y’ shua asthe Living Torah demonstrated his zeal ousnessfor obedience to the Torahby hisstrong
satements. In this passage Y’ shua responds to the accusations of the Judeans that he did not keep the
Shabbat. He closes by warning them.

“But don't think that it is1 who will be your accuser before the Father. Do you know who will accuseyou?
Moshe, the very one you have counted on! 46 For if you redly believed Moshe, you would believe me;
because it was about me that he wrote. 47 But if you don't believe what he wrote, how are you going to
believewhat | say?’ Yochanan (John) 5:45-47 JNT

Like the Judeans at the time of Y’ shua, today, for most who cdl themsdlves Christians, accepting and
obeying the loving ingructions of Abbaisared problem. They do not believe what Moshe wrote. They
do not observe and do what Abba asked them to do in the Torah. They sing “Trust and Obey” but they
don'tdoit. They don't obey! Sothebigissuethat Y’ shuaraised in hisday isill valid today.

Thisissue may be asked as, “How are yougoing to believe what Y’ shua said?” Will you begin by believing
and doingwhat Y’ shua himsdf as YHVH reved ed through Moshe to Bnel Yisrae? Or will you ignore the
Torahand believe only what is written in the Brit Chadashah? Will you only say you believe and havefaith
in YHVH, expecting only your words to be your tesimony? Or will you redly believe and demondrate
your belief in what Y’ shua said by obeying the entirety of his loving ingtructions, first reveded through
Maoshe and then amplified and filled full by Y’ shua during hislife, as reported by the obedient writers of the
Brit Chadashah?

To paraphrase Moshe, the choiceislifeor death, blessngs or curses. Choosewisdy. Devarim 30:19-20

If You Love Mg, Obey the Torah

Y ochanan (John) reported that Y’ shua, on severd occasions, cdled for histalmidim to obey the Torah
in order to demondrate their love for him.

“If you love me, you will keep my commands.” 14:15 JNT

“Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who lovesme, and the one who loves me will be
loved by my Abba, and | will love him and reved mysdf tohim.” 14:21 JNT
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“If youkeep my commands, youwill stay in my love—just as | have kept my Abba' s commandsand stay
inhislove” 15:10 JNT

“You are my friends, if you do what | command you.” 15:14 JNT
To reinforce these satements of Y’ shua to histamidim, Y ochananlater wroteto bdieversinhisfirs letter,

The way we can be sure we know him [Y’ shug] isif weare obeying hiscommands. 4 Anyonewho says,
“I know him,” but doesn’t obey hiscommandsisaliar thetruthisnot in him. 5 But if someone does what
he says, then truly love for G-d has been brought to itsgoa in him. Thisis how we are sure that we are
united withhim. 6 A person who clamsto be continuing in union with him ought to conduct hislifetheway
hedid.” | Yochanan (John) 2:3-6 INT

How did Y’ shua conduct hislife? Helived, obeyed and taught the Torah of YHVH, his Abba.
And Y ochanan wrote further --

Everyone who believes that Y eshua is the Messiah has G-d as hisfather, and everyone who lovesafather
loves his offspringtoo. 2 Hereis how we know that we love G-d' s children: when we love G-d, we dso
do what he commands. 3 For loving G-d means obeying his commands. Moreover, his commands are
not burdensome. | Yochanan (John) 5:1-3 JNT

How muchplainer canthisget? In these passage Y ochanan confirmsthat loving G-d isobeying his Torah.
And if one does not obey the Torah, he cannot say that he loves G-d. The love of G-d and obeying his
Torah areidentical and inseparable.

Our Rdationship with YHVH

Loving YHVH our Abbaand obeying hisTorah are the foundation of the rdaionship Abbaintendsto have
with his children as Y’ shua described --

“l am the real vine, and my Father isthe gardener. 2 Every branch which is part of me but falls to bear
fruit, he cuts off; and every branch that does bear fruit, he prunes, so that it may bear more fruit. 3 Right
now, because of the word which | have spoken to you, you are pruned. 4 Stay united with me, as | will
with you - for just asthe branch can’'t put forth fruit by itsdf apart from the vine, so you can't bear fruit
apart fromme. 5 | am the vine and you are the branches. Those who stay united with me, and | with
them, are the ones who bear much fruit; because apart from me you can't do athing. 6 Unless a person
remains united with me, he isthrown away like a branch and dries up. Such branches are gathered and
thrown into the fire, where they are burned up. 7 If you remain united with me, and, my words with you,
then ask whatever you want, and it will happen for you. 8 Thisis how my Father is glorified - in your
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bearing muchfruit; thisishow youwill prove to be my tamidim (disciples). 9 Just as my Father hasloved
me, | too have loved you; so stay inmy love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will say in my love - just
as| have kept my Father’'s commands and stay inhislove. 11 | have said thisto you so that my joy may
be in you, and your joy be complete” Y ochanan (John) 15:1-11 JNT

Y’ shua himsdf teachesthat we are part of the Tree of Life. If we are not abiding in him ashe abidesinthe
Father and if he is not in us, then we will be removed from the tree, as a dead branch is cut off when it
serves no other purpose than to hurt the body of the tree. If wedo not abidein Y’ shua HaMashiach and
serve YHVH and obey the Torah, honoring his Word with trugting, faithful obedience, thenwewill be cut
off. Only those who contribute to the life of the tree and to thelife of the body of Y’ shuaHaMiashiach will
remain in the tree or in the body.

The foundation for the relationship YHVH wants to have with us through Y’ shuaisfound inverse 10. “If
you keep My commands, you will stay in My love—just as | have kept My Father’s commands and stay
inhislove” What commandsis he taking about?

They could not have been those found inthe Brit Chadashah (New Testament) because it did not exist in
the time of Y’shua, so he could not be referring to them.  The only words from Abba the talmidim
(disciples) had to live by were the Torah, the prophets, and the writings (Torah- Nevi’im - Ketuvim from
which we get TaNaKh) —what Chrigtians call the Old Testament. The Brit Chadashah was not fully
compiled until decades after Y’ shua died and was resurrected. All the Apostles and early discipleslived
their lives and based their faith on and in the words of Abbain the Tanakh. Thiswas the foundation for
thair livesand thar faithand there was no separationbetweenther livesand ther fath. They were oneunit
and treated as such.

Today, wetend to separate our faith from our lives— one becomes our religionand the other becomes our
secular life. Such a separation is not Biblica and is not pleasing to our Father. He desiresto be Adonal,
L-rd and Master, of dl of us— bothfathand secular —and thereisno separation between them in his eyes.
We appear before YHVH as one complete unit, just as YHVH is echad (one, unity) though made up of
the Father, Y’ shua and the RuachHaK odesh. We have digtinct characteristicsand aspects of our humanity
that make usthe individudswe are. But inthe eyesof our Father, we appear as one complete individua.
Thisis how YHVH should gppear to us, no matter how complex his nature or makeup might be.

Always remember that in order to love YHVH you must obey hisloving indructions, his Torah. Thereis
no other way to reach the heart of YHVH thanto obey the Torahas evidence of our love. To pargphrase
and gpply Y’ shua s satement in verse 10, “If you love YHVH, you will obey his Torah.”

On severd occasions, Y’ shua caled people to a rdationship with him. His tamidim had such a close

relationship it wasaslifewithhim. For example, Y’ shuasaid, “If you obey what | say, then you areredly
my talmidim, 32 you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” Y ochanan 8:31-32 INT
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Let us accept the charge of Moshe, recorded in the Tanakh, and of Y’shua, recorded in the Brit
Chadashah, and chooselifeinMessiah Y’ shua, the L-rd our G-d. Turntoward him and hewill turntoyou.
Asthe brother of Y’ shuawrote,

Therefore, submit to G-d. Moreover, take a sand againgt the Adversary, and he will flee from you. 8
Come close to G-d, and he will come close to you. Then you will be able to choose chai, which will
enable you to obey hisvoice and wak in hiscommands. Ya'akov (James) 4:7-8 INT

One G-d, One Father, One Torah

Romans 3:27-31 JNT So what room is|eft for boasting? Noneat dl! What kind of Torah excludesit?
Onethat has to do with legdistic observance of rules? No, rather, a Torah that has to do with trusting.
28 Therefore, we hold the view that a person comes to be considered righteous by G-d on the ground of
trusting, which has nothing to do with legdistic observance of Torah commands. 29 Or isG-dthe G-d of
the Jews only? Isn't he adso the G-d of the Gentiles? Yes, he is indeed the G-d of the Gentiles; 30
because, asyouwill admit, G-disone [Devarim 6:4]. Therefore, hewill consder righteousthe circumcised
on the ground of trusting and the uncircumcised through that same trugting. 31 Does it follow that we
abolish Torah by thistrusting? Heaven forbid! On the contrary, we confirm Torah.

Rav Shal ul makesthisclear. Thereis One G-d, one covenant; not two G-ds, two different covenants. We
aredl united in one G-d who is YHVH, the Father, Y’ shua the Son, and the Ruach HaK odesh. Why is
this so important? Because this makes us one people, Bna Yisrad united not only in'Y’ shuabut united in
Torah, the loving ingruction to which we respond with obedience from our heart not just from our flesh.
Torah should live in the hearts, mindsand souls of the children of Abba. As hisfaithful, trusting, obedient
children, we are to be setting an example and showing the way for the rest of Abba s peopl e, uniting as one
in'Y’shuaand living out his Torah.

We confirm Torah just as Rav Sha ul did. We do not destroy or set aside Torah by trusting but confirm
itindl itsmagnificenceand glory by obeying. Torah reveds the very heart of YHVH. Listentothebesting
of his heart and look to the life of Y’ shuato truly know Abba. Look to Y'shua your Messiah. Look to
him, O Bne Yigad!
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CAUTIONS ABOUT OBEYING THE TORAH - OR NOT

Bewar e of Disregarding the Torah

Messianic Jews (Hebrews) 10:28 INT Someone who disregards the Torah of Maoshe is put to desth
without mercy on the word of two or three witnesses.

The Greek word trandated “ disregards’ has broad meaning in this passage. It means1) do away with, set
adde 2) to thwart the efficacy of anything, nullify, make void, frugrate; 3) to reject, to refuse, to dight.

Inthisverse, the writer of the epistie to the Messanic Jaws makes it very clear that anyone who disregards
(makesinvdid, rgects, or teaches against) the Torahof Moshe is executed on the sworn testimony to his
conduct from the mouths of two or three witnesses. From the Greek language and the context, it is
abundantly clear that this condemnation of such a one was awidely known and accepted fact at thetime
of the writing, probably about 30-40 years after the death of Y’ shua. Messianic Jews reading this letter
would have known this statement was a foundationa truth and not a propaosition to be ignored, debated
or dismissed.

How can people dam to love YHVH our G-d and then proceed to carve down his Word, the very
revelationof himsdf, until it fits their mold, disregarding and discarding what they don't like, until they like
what they see and worship what they have created? |s carving down the Torahto it a persond theology
and rdigion any different fromcarving anidol that gppedls to itsmaker, worshiping it and replacing the One
True and Living G-d, YHVH? And in judgment by YHVH, will the punishment be any different on such
modern idolaters than it was on the idolaterswho led Bnel Yigrad astray?

For nearly 2,000 years, churchmen have conveniently overlooked this important statement. Theprinciple
certainly has not been gpplied in the church. But YHVH will surdy gpply it a his coming.

“For the time has come for the judgment to begin. It begins with the household of G-d.” 1 K efa (Peter)
4:17

Isthat condemnation of thosewho disregard Torahany lessvdid today than 2,000 yearsago? Should we
not embrace the whole revel aion of the unfathomabl e, immeasurable, omni present, omniscient, omnipotent
YHVH? Should we not study to show ourselves approved before hm? After dl, Rav Sha ul wrote to
Timathy,

“Do al you can to present yourself to G-d as someone worthy of hisapprova, asaworker with no need
to be ashamed, becauise he dedls straightforwardly with the Word of the Truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15
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Should we not know the loving ingtructions that were deeply impressed by Abbain the minds of Y’ shua,
histamidim (disciples) and dl who listened to him? If we did, we would better understand what Y’ shua
was saying to al hisfollowers, even us.

Rav Sha ul dso warns us of another way of disregarding the Torah that isdl too prevaent today.

Some, by aming amiss, have wandered off into fruitlessdiscusson. 7 They want to be teachers of Torah,
but they understand neither their own words nor the matters about which they make such emphétic
pronouncements. 8 We know that the Torah is good, provided one uses it in the way the Torah itsdlf
intends. 1 Timothy 1:6-8 INT

May | suggest that the Messanic community is “messy” because of the actions of men today like those
described by Rav Sha'ul to Timothy about 2,000 years ago. As Rav Sha ul describes them, “they want
to beteachersof Torah.” Some suchsalf-proclaimed teachersare not satisfied to teach the Torah, the plain
and smple ingructions found inthe Scriptures. Rather they embrace thetraditions of menthat proliferated
snce the death of Y’ shua, who perfectly filled full the Torah by trudting, fathful obedience. They spend
most of their time teaching about these traditions (usudly of Jewish origin) and neglect to teach the Bible
and lead their followersinto the truth under the guidance of the Ruach HaK odesh.

Other sdf-proclaimed teachers only teach about the Torah, usudly fromthe historical perspective, naither
observing and obeying the Torah nor caling their followers to observance and obedience. Surdly thisis
disregarding the Torah within the purview of Hebrews 10:28. Many such “teachers’ till seethe Torah
asthe“Law” that Y’ shuacameto bring to an end. They are quite likely to close their teachings about the
Torah by telling thar audience that they can follow the “Law” (usudly meaning the Torah and the Jewish
traditions) if they want to, but doing so is not necessary. The word “obey” does not appear often in their
teachings and writings just like “loving ingtructions’ are not described nor lived as examples.

Sl other self-proclaimed teachers dare to teachthat the Torahisonly for the Jews. Sothey proclaim that
gentilesarerdieved of al the Torah except the specific commandments of the Apostleslisted in Acts 15.
Or they teach the Rabbinic fictionof the Noachide laws being established for gentiles as Bnel Noach, the
Sons of Noah, in place of the Torah. (Thisis like the position of the Orthodox Jews who can stand
condemned if they dare to teach Torah to anon-Jew.)

Thereisacommon and sad result of the efforts of the various types of salf-proclaimed teachers. AsRav
Sha ul describes, they enter “into fruitless discusson” with their followers. And then their followersoften
induce other believers to enter “into fruitless discusson” in an attempt to bring them into the fold of their
mided teachers. Rightfully Rav Shaul caled these “fruitless discussons’ because they bear no fruit.
Rather, they are serious distractions drawing believers avay from studying the Scriptures, understanding
the smple truths therein, and obeying the loving indructions of Abba. Would that these teachers would
become true teachers of Torah who walk the walk and teach by example, observing and obeying the
indructions of our loving Fether.
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May YHVH have mercy on those who would claim that arelationship with Y’ shuais dl they want and is
moreimportant thanthe very Word thet reveas him. May YHVH have mercy onthose who would throw
hisWord on the floor and dlam that it is not as important as a persona rdationship with Y’'shua. May
YHVH have mercy on those who would stumble over that Book of his Word as over a sumbling block
and make light of it.

Obey the Torah - Not Traditions of Men.

Mattityahu 23:1-7 JINT Then Y’ shua addressed the crowds and his tdmidim: 2 “The Torah-teachers
and the P’rushim (Pharisees),” he sad, “git in the seat of Moshe. 3 So whatever they tell you, take care
todoit. But don’'t do what they do, becausethey talk but don’t act! 4 They tie heavy loads onto people's
shoulders but won't lift afinger to help carrythem. 5 Everything they do is done to be seen by others; for
they makethar t’fillin (phylacteries) broad and their tzitziyot (fringes) long, 6 they love the place of honor
a banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, 7 and they love being greeted deferentidly in the
marketplaces and being called ‘ Rabhbi’.”

Speaking to his TaAmidim, Y’ shua gives due honor to those who st in the seat of Moshe. Thiswas the
designated place in the synagogue that symbolized the source and authority of Torah, YHVH through
Moshe. The Rabbis sat in the seat of Moshe when they were declaring the Torah and interpreting its
ingructions. When the Rabbis spoke from the seat of Moshe, they were guided by the Ruach HaK odesh
to teach truthfully and accurately. So Y’ shuatold his Talmidim to be obedient to what they said, but not
to do what they did. Y’ shua recognized and confirmed that the word they spoke was authoritetive while
warning that the actions and examples that they set were hypocriticd. 'Y’ shua gave this warning because
the authorities imposed oppressive traditions on the people but did not obey the Torahthemsdves, doing
everything to be seen of men and not to obey YHVH.

Intoo muchof the widdly diverse religious community that studiesthe whole of the Scriptures- fromthose
who dams to be the Hebraic Roots movement to the most Orthodox Jewish observants - the traditions
of men have become so prominent that Moshe's strong, clear cdl to obey the Torah has been drowned
out.

On the one hand, some proclam their desire to know the Hebraic roots of thar faith and are adept at
teaching these origins and about the Torah. But they continue to walk in the old paths of pagan-influenced
Chridianity while declaring to their followersthat they are not under the “Law” and so obedience to some
or dl of Abba sloving indructions is optiond - “Y ou can do them if you want to but you don’'t have to.”

On the other hand, self-proclaimed Rabbis, often without rabbinica credentias or ther equivdent in
educationand sometimeswith phony degrees, expound at great lengths about the traditions of Judaismthat
they impose on believersin the name of being “Torah observant.” Seldom do they teach the pure Torah
of YHVH delivered through Moshe. Instead, much of their teaching is derived from externa sourcesin

Obey the Torah: The Key to YHVH's Blessings 33 © Copyright 2002 Mark R. Ensign, Amarillo, TX



Judaism such asthe Tdmud. Asaresult, the treditions of men, from the time after the life of Y’ shua, are
lad heavily on the shoulders of their followers with indructions that keeping these traditions in full is
required to be “Torah observant.”

Asthe loving ingtructions of our heavenly Abba, the Torah was ddivered smply and clearly by Moshe in
B'reshit (Genesis) through Devarim (Deuteronomy). Abba did not give ingtructions that required the
congant interpretation and amplification and imposition by learned men. He knew that even his little
childrencould learn and observe and obey the Torah asthey wereled by the Ruach HaK odesh and taught
by parents and grandparents.

Today few people who are baing drawn to the Torah have parents and grandparentswho have been Torah
observant. They have not been encouraged or taught to study the Torah for themsel ves under the guidance
of the Ruach HaKodesh. As a reault, they seek leaders (often the products of the typica Chrigtian
educational system) prodaming themselves to be experts in Torah. Too many self-proclaimed experts
think they must impress these seekers of truth with their great learning of Jewish tradition and teachings.
They do not encourage their students toward direct study of the word of YHVH, fallowing the leadership
of the RuachHaK odeshintodl truth, but encourage reliance upon the study of their lessons, their books,
and thar teeching tapes. In some cases their endeavors blossom into quite profitable commercia
enterprises. Inthefind analys's, these teacherstoo oftenburden the truth seekers with the vain traditions
of men, ingdingthey dl must be carefully followed to sanctify the truthseekersbefore YHVH. Such have
never been the case.

The indructions of Abba's Torah have wonderful meaning and beneficial purposes. They deepen our
relationship with our Father and Creator by revealing him and they strengthen the bonds of love nurtured
by obedience. Theingructionsare so much morethan aculturd thing or tradition. Wemust embracethese
lovingindructions one at atime aswe are led and taught by the RuachHaK odesh. And wemust recognize
that we are d| at different places dong the walk of obedience. Thus we cannot |ook at any other person
and judge their leve of obedience or ther reationship with our Father. Only our Father knows the
condition of our heart and the status of our obedience -- and that’ s the way it ought to be.

In addition, if we want, we can do the “ Jewish thing” - falowing Jewishtraditionand rituds - for avariety
of reasons. But if we learn the Jewish blessngs/prayers and the Hebrew language and the required
traditions of menand do them as a culturd thing, asamatter of rote, asformwithout substance, or as some
kind of pseudo-evangdidtic tool, they will do absolutely nothing positive for us. Our effortswill bein vain.
All these will have been distractions that have consumed much time and effort that could have been used
better if we had been wise stewards of al Abbagave us.

Not until we obey the smple, loving indructions of Abba declared in Torah and we do them with the
intention of drawing near to and loving YHVH, seeking to understand the revelationof YHVH, fedingthe
direct bendfit of the ingructions inour livesand onour relationship with YHVH, the world and the spiritud
realm, will obeying the Torah have the full meaninginour lives that Abbaintended. Only then will obeying
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Abba s ingructions result in the greater benefit, the matchless outpouring of the bounty of Abbaon usand
our family indl our ways in which wewak uprightly and obediently before him. At last the greatest benefit
will be achieved whenwe know Abbainthe mgesty and glory and sovereignty of the One True and Living
G-d, the Creator and King of the Universe, who loved his highest creationso muchasto send hisonly Son
in the flesh to both show us how to live by obeying his Torah and to redeem us from the davery to Sn so
we may have eternd lifein him.

Conclusion

YHVH caled Mosheto lead Bnel Yigrael from the davery of Egypt to the bountiful land of freedomto be
his modd nation to the whole earth. These chosen people were blessed with loving ingtructions from the
mouthof YHVH givenfor their own benefit. Not only werethey promised that if they obeyed their Abba's
indructions they would benfit directly, but also ther loving Abba would shower them with blessings
beyond dl they could imagine. They were dso told that if they did not obey therr Abba’ singructions they
would be disciplined severdly. Before Moshe departed and Bnel Yisrad entered Eretz Yisrad, Moshe
charged theminsevera speechesthat comprisethe book of Devarim. Throughout runsthe centrd theme-
Obey the Torah, the loving ingtructions given by your Abbafor your own good.

Y’shua and his tamidim confirmed the truth of the Torah and called believers to obey the Torah as the
means by which they would love their Abba and show thar love in return for dl of his.

Inthese last days at the end of times, Abbais once again drawing his faithful, chosen remnant, the Bride
of Y’shuato himsdlf and his Torah. Thecal is clear once again - Obey the Torah.

Asyoucome to the end of the study with thet cal in your heart and spirit, how will yourespond? You are
response-able before Abba. He has lovingly provided you with the will and the way to obey his Torah.
As Maoshe told Bnel Yisrael, you have choices - Life or Degth. May you choose Life - life in Abba by
trusting, faithful obedience to hisloving indructions. May you choose to obey the Torah!

May Abba bless you with all you need to study his word, seek his truth, be led into it by the Ruach

HaK odesh, and obey the smple, loving ingtructions of the One who firgt loved us and is drawing us into
an intimate, loving relationship with him, evidenced by obedience.
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Aswithdl studies, thisstudy isawork in progress so your condtructive criticism, comments, suggestions,
and encouragements are welcome. 'Y ou may address them to the author

By emall a mrensgn@arn.net or

By postal mail to P. O. Box 3220, Amarillo, Texas 79116-3220.
Your communications will be received with appreciation but may or may not be acknowledged in the
discretion of the author who does not intend to become involved in “fruitless discussions’ (1 Timothy 1.6;
see above) about this study.

Printed copies are NOT available by writing the author. The author’s only didtribution is as an Adobe
Acrobat PDF-formatted file.

This study may be fredy printed, distributed, transmitted by e-mail or posted on the Internet but only if it
is reproduced in full without change or additions and in its origind Adobe Acrobat formet.
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APPENDIX 1

The Hebrew words that describe the various ingructions of the Torah are better trandated by words
adapted from the field of education rather than the mideading words erroneoudy adapted from the field
of law by the Bible trandators.

Thisligt provides the suggested word and the Hebrew word for which it isagood trandation.
INSTRUCTIONS -- TORAH (pl. TOROT) [formerly lawsor commandments]

The actud, or acts of, ingtructing; teaching, education; knowledge etc. taught; ingructive rules, precepts;
directions; ordersto a person.

Ingructions are what our Heavenly Father has given to us so this word congtitutes an umbrella term
encompassng dl of his Torah.

PRINCIPLES-- TOROT [formerly laws or commandments]

That whichistaught, doctrines, ingructions, precepts; fundamenta truthsor propostionsforming thebass
of asystem of belief etc. Genera rulesadopted or professed asaguideto action; fundamental motives or
reasons for action.

PRECEPTS-- MITZVOT [formerly commandments]

Orders to do particular acts, commands, generd indructions or rules for action; maxims; injunctions,
frequently divine commands regarding mora conduct.

Included in the indructions of Torah are certain mitzvah (pl. Mitzvot). This Hebrew word is usudly
trandated as command or commandment. Mitzvah isfromthe root tzaveh that meansto lay charge upon,
or to give acharge to someone. Thusamitzvah isadirect order from our Father to do a particular thing.
As examples of precepts we would consder the Ten Words (Devarim) Abba gave in S mot (Exodus)
20 asprecepts. But we need to recognize that most of the instructions of Abbado not constitute precepts
or commands but rather some other form of ingtruction.

DECLARATIONS, UTTERANCES -- MISHPATIM [formerly regulation, rule or judgment]
The ddliverance of words, declarations; utterances, enunciations, narrations.

The ingtructions of Abba were words ddivered to his people, declared by him directly at Har Sna, or
enunciated and declared by Moshe as he heard them from Abba. Just because they were declared and
uttered did not make them judgments, regulaions or rules, as the word mishpatim has been generdly
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trandated. There were no legd connotations to mishpatim in Hebrew and exist only in English because
the trandator added them from his own bias during trand ation.

IMPRESSIONS, IMPRINTS, IMAGES -- CHUKIM [formerly statute, ordinance or regulation]

Marks produced by pressure; lagtingimpressons or Sgns of some emotion, experience, action; influences,
affects, representation of the form of a person or thing. A person or thing in which the appearance of
another is reproduced.

Likeacoin is struck with two dies causng chukim, we are created in the image and likeness of YHVH.
He desires for his characterigtics to be imprinted upon us. His Torah makes that impression when we
willingly submit to and obey hisloving indructions.

DIRECTIONS WAYS-- D'RACHIM

The actions or functions of directing; guidance; management; ingructions on what to do, howto proceed,
or whereto go.

Some of the ingructions that our Father has given to usfdl into the category of directions. For example,
many of the ingructions regarding the building and operation of the Mishkanand the functions of the priests
fdl intothis category of directions. YHVH instructed M oshe who then directed the skilled craftsmen who
built the Mishkan.

POINTERS-- EDOT

Hints, clues, pieces of information; testimonies - dl of these rdaing to how things can be done. This
Hebrew word is usudly trandated as “testimonies.”

Sometimes Abbawants us to wak in his ways but dlowsusto use the mind and abilitieshe has gracioudy
and generoudy givenus. So he provides us with pointers that will not rise to the leve of directions or
precepts but whichwill point us dong our path or will help us to better do what he requests. Aswewalk,
grow and mature, our own experiences and testimonies will ad us, and others, building us up in faith and
in our walk with Abbain obedience.

REQUESTS-- SHELOT

Actions asking or calling for something; petitions, especialy written ones, expressed wishes or dedires.

Definitions adapted withass stance of The New Shorter Oxford English Dictionary and my dear friends
and Hebrew scholars, Ephraim and Rimona Frank of Isragl and Bob Sass of Chicago.
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EDUCATIONAL WORD

HEBREW WORD

INSTRUCTIONS
PRINCIPLES
PRECEPTS

DECLARATIONS,
UTTERANCES

IMPRESSIONS
IMPRINTS, IMAGES

DIRECTIONS, WAYS
POINTERS

REQUESTS

TORAH (pl. TOROT)
TOROT

MITZVOT

MISHPATIM

CHUKIM
D’'RACHIM
EDOT

SHELOT
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REPLACESLEGAL WORDS

laws or commandments
laws or commandments

commandments

regulations, rulesor judgments

statutes, ordinances or regulations

testimonies
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